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October 16, 2022  11:00 a.m.  St. Basil Parish, South Haven 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time/”Welcome Back” weekend 

When I was growing up, if I asked my parents or teachers a question, chances 
are their answer might very well be “Look it up!”  Of course, that was a way to 
help me to figure out how to find the answers to difficult questions on my own, 
without expecting someone to just give me the information.  And I certainly knew 
what “go and look it up” meant;  to check the encyclopedia, or go to the library, 
and find the answer.  If we would tell a young person today to ”look it up”---they 
would probably give a blank stare and say “Huh?”.  But if we would say to them 
“Ask Siri”, they would know exactly what you meant, and immediately, they’d go 
to their I-phone and have the answer in seconds.  I don’t think we human beings 
are afraid to ask for “Help”; the question is: where do we go for the help we 
need? 

Today’s beautiful Psalm Refrain gives us the best answer: “Our help is from the 
Lord, Who made heaven and earth”.  And then Psalm 121 goes on to tell us that 
“The Lord is our guardian….our shade;…He is beside you…He will guard your life.   
The Lord will guard your coming and your going both now and forever.”  That 
Psalm captures the theme of all 3 of the Scripture Readings we’ve just heard this 
morning about the importance of “Faith” and the power of “Prayer”. 

We heard about Moses in today’s First Reading from the Book of Exodus. We 
saw that the Israelites, while traveling thru the desert on the way to the Promised 
Land, became engaged in a war with Amalek and his army.  While Joshua was 
leading the army in battle, Moses was praying for God’s intervention from the 
mountain overlooking the battlefield.  As long as Moses extended his arms in 
prayer, the Israelite army did well; but when he got tired and lowered his Staff, 
the Amalekites were more victorious.  So, with the help and support of Aaron and 
Hur who literally supported Moses’ arms to remain raised, the Israelites were 
victorious.   

In today’s Gospel, St. Luke told us that Jesus’ Parable “was on the necessity for 
His disciples to pray always without becoming weary”.  The point Jesus was 
making in the Parable, was that we need to be like the Widow, who would not 
give up in her persistence to get the Judge to grant her request.  In that same 
way, we too should be persistent in our prayer to God, even if it seems that He is 
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not responding.  Jesus’ point is that His disciples, including all of us, need “Divine 
Help”.  And that’s why we need to pray, not once in a while, not frequently, but 
“always”! 

So, the obvious question is: how do we do that when we’ve all got so many 
other responsibilities?  Perhaps our understanding of prayer is too narrow.  
Maybe we think of prayer only as those times that we spend on our knees in 
church, or when we intentionally stop everything else and simply focus our 
mind/heart on God, such as during our Morning or Night Prayers, when we say 
Grace before meals, or when we  pray our Rosary while taking a walk outdoors on 
a beautiful Fall Sunday afternoon.  And all of that is certainly true.  But how can 
we “pray always”?  

 When we look at Jesus’ life, we know that He didn’t spend all His time in the 
synagogue or the Temple.  We know that the Gospels tell us at times, Jesus went 
off by Himself to the mountain, or out to the desert, to spend time alone with His 
Father in Prayer.  But, otherwise, He was constantly on the move, traveling from 
place to place, teaching about God’s Kingdom, and preaching about God’s Love 
and Mercy.     And yet, we know that Jesus was “praying always”.  So, Jesus shows 
us that “prayer” is an attitude of openness to God, dependence upon God, and a 
constant awareness of God in our lives and in the world in which we live.  

I think a very good analogy can be found in our loving human relationships: 
between spouses, among family members, with our best friends.  Those 
relationships occupy a place of high priority in our lives; we think about that other 
person, or those persons, 24/7, even when we’re in the midst of all the other 
daily responsibilities. Even when we are separated from them, by circumstance, 
by distance, ---- even by death; those dear persons, so precious to us, are always 
in our mind and heart. 

So also for us as People of Faith, our belief in God should grow, deepen, and 
mature into that same kind of constant awareness of God’s abiding Presence with 
us, a sense of gratitude for the unconditional Love that God has for us, and a 
sense of humility when we realize the lengths to which God has gone to save us 
from our own sins, and the sins of the world, without which, none of us would 
have any Hope for anything beyond this world.  The deeper our Faith in God, and 
the stronger our Love for God, the more will we naturally be aware of God in our 
lives.  That is what enables us to “pray always”.  Jesus should be our Model for 
how to approach our Prayer with God.  Jesus loved to be “in communion with” His 
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Father.   And  Jesus’ constant prayer to His Father was “not My will, but Thy will 
be done”.   

I’m sure we’ve all had times when we have been asking God for something 
very important to us; something for which we have a desperate need or desire; 
praying for someone near and dear to us about a serious health matter, physically 
or emotionally.  But, nothing happens.  At those moments we might have a 
tendency to conclude that God isn’t listening; God doesn’t care.  But of course, 
that’s not true. 

Remember how Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane: “Father, please 
take this cup away from Me”, but that was not the Father’s Will. And Jesus prayed 
desperately: “Father, may they all be one.”  Yet, 2,000 years later there are 
multiple divisions withing the Body of Christ---even divisions within the Catholic 
Church.   

But Jesus would be the first to tell us: don’t give up.  Keep asking, seeking, 
knocking; keep praying.  Even when nothing appears to happen, we should not 
conclude that God hasn’t heard our prayer.  God always hears our prayers.  But 
just as any good and loving parent doesn’t give their child everything they ask for, 
for obvious reasons, so there will be times when God, in His wisdom, and Who 
has the bigger view on reality, knows that a different response would be in our 
best interests.   

And that’s where our Faith comes in; we need to trust that God wants only 
what is for our good, and the good of all of us.  Faith is more than a “Creed”, a list 
that summarizes all the major dogmas and teachings of our Faith, as we’ll profess 
together in just a couple minutes.  Faith is primarily about a relationship---it’s 
about Trust.  And just like any of our human relationships, we need to work hard 
to keep them strong even when we go through great difficulties.   

Let’s think of Marriage again as an example.  Fidelity is critically important for 
a successful marriage.  Fidelity is another word for “faithfulness”.  We need that 
in a marriage; and we also need faithfulness in our relationship with God.  God is 
always Faithful, even though, as we saw in today’s First Reading, the People of 
God were not.   Every time we sin, we break “faith” with God----we momentarily 
turn away from God,; we choose “my way” over “God’s ways”. And so, not only 
do we need to re-pent of our sins, but we also need to constantly re-new our 
Relationship with God, to make constant efforts to keep our Faith strong, and 
allow our Love for God to deepen. 
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That’s why I love what you’re doing here at St. Basil Parish this weekend, along 
with all the other Churches here in South Haven.  This “Welcome Back” weekend 
is such a wonderful, and important, initiative, to reach out to all our friends and 
neighbors, and remind them how important our Relationship with God is.  We 
can’t go through our lives in this world thinking that we can manage on our own.  
Recent studies reveal that more and more people describe themselves as 
“spiritual, but not religious”; here in these 9 counties of our Diocese, the fastest 
growing grouping of people are those who describe themselves as NONEs---“no 
religious affiliation”.   

Where do we turn for help when we need it?  We won’t find what our hearts 
and our spirits need through “Siri”.  As our Psalm Response put it so beautifully: 
“Our help comes from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth”. 

That’s one of the main reasons why here in our Diocese, I have called for this 
“Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations”.  I believe that all of 
us need to have our Faith renewed and strengthened.  Further, I believe that 
“renewal” needs to begin with me, your Bishop; with Fr. Richard, Fr. Fabio and 
Deacon John, and all our priests and deacons throughout the Diocese. 

Just like St. Paul urged his dear colleague Timothy in today’s Second Reading, 
we too need to “remain faithful to what you have learned and believed….  As Paul 
said so strongly:  “I charge you to…proclaim the word; be persistent (in your faith) 
whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, and encourage one 
another.” 

Something that we need to “speak out about” these days is in regard to a 
critically important moment facing all of us who live here in Michigan.  As we 
know, what is known as “Proposal 3” wants to amend the Michigan State 
Constitution in regard to a variety of issues broadly defined as “Reproductive 
Freedom for All”.  When we read how extreme this Proposal is, my only 
conclusion is that it is absolutely contrary to the “ways of God”.  What is being 
proposed is much more than a political issue; it goes way beyond a matter of 
personal freedom or individual rights. What is being proposed is immoral, and 
violates God’s basic Commandments for us human beings.. 

Jesus calls each of us to “pray always”, and we do that by living our Faith in 
God, by realizing our dependence on God, and by deepening our desire to live our 
lives in conformity with God’s Will. 
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At the end of today’s Gospel passage, Jesus asked a critically important 
question: “When the Son of Man comes, will He find Faith on earth?”  We may not 
be able to answer that question for everyone.  But we MUST answer that 
question for ourselves.   

Through our own spiritual renewal, and through our Love for God and one 
another, may we continue to be persistent and faith-full as we come to our Loving 
God in prayer.  Through the regular practice of our Faith, may we support one 
another, like Aaron and Hur holding up Moses’ arms in prayer.   And when we find 
that we are in need of “help”, let us take comfort in knowing: “Our help comes 
from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.” 

May all that we do, and everything we say, be for the honor and glory of God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 


